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GREENS SUPPORTING THE COMMUNITY
BETH KEYS-HOLLOWAY BUILDING 
YOUTH CONFIDENCE THROUGH THEATRE
Beth Keys-Holloway, Green Party candidate for Halesworth at 
the upcoming local elections, works with community groups and 
young people, building their confi dence through theatre. She is a 
Holton resident, parent of two children at a local school and local 
gardener. 

Following the COVID pandemic, Beth directed and took part 
in Mini Mouth Theatre groups production of Shakespeare’s A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream at Kaliwoods in Holton, providing a 
new experience and a safe space after COVID for young people 
in the area. Currently Beth is the Drama Mentor for the James 
Holloway Youth Arts Fund, based at the Cut in Halesworth. This is 
an exciting new arts project: a free mentorship scheme for young 
and talented Actors, Musicians, Dancers, Artists that offers an 
opportunity to work with guidance from professionals.

https://thecut.org.uk/events/applications-for-james-holloway-
youth-arts-fund/

 
BETH IN A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM AT KALIWOODS

ANNETTE SPEAKS UP FOR ENVIRONMENT
STANDING UP AGAINST 
CONSERVATIVE FAILURE 
TO LIMIT EMISSIONS

 ANNETTE WITH HALESWORTH IN BLOOM PLANTING A CATALPA TREE

Annette Dunning has been working 
hard as your Suffolk County Councillor 
scrutinising the annual carbon budget 
as the Opposition Spokesperson for 
Achieving Net Zero Carbon.

The annual budget shows SCC failed to 
reach target and will still be producing 
10,000 tonnes of carbon emissions by 
2030.  Annette has called on SCC to 
employ a Carbon Budget Offi cer to help 
get SCC back on track to urgently tackle 
its emissions.



HOLTON PITS - BID UPDATE
OUR FIGHT TO SAVE THIS VALUED LOCAL OPEN SPACE
Halesworth town councillor Rachel Kellett along with a core 
group of energetic local people have formed Holton Pits into a 
Community Interest Company, in order to raise funds to enable 
the community to buy and so preserve this precious open space 
for local people.“With our structure now constituted, we have 3 
months to raise the funds to buy the Pits” said Rachel. 

The community are keen to protect the 20 acre site from being 
sold and/or developed in a manner that will threaten the fragile 
biodiversity, and restrict access for the local community, who have 
been using the Pits for more than fi fty years for their recreation 
and well-being. Securing this site as an ACV (Asset of Community 
Value) prevented CEMEX, the current owners of the Pits, from 
selling for 6 months, giving the community a chance to raise 
funds. The ACV protection will expire in May.The agricultural 
fi eld to the north of the site has recently been purchased, with 
the owner intending to create a wildlife corridor from woodland 
in Holton, down to the Pits and then on to the Blyth valley. This 
exciting opportunity is now in jeopardy. 

More information: https://holtonpits.uk/

TOWN COUNCILLOR RACHEL KELLET WITH 

JAMIE, GAINA AND MARION, FIGHTING TO 

SAVE HOLTON PITS FOR US ALL.

REPAIR CAFÉ – ONE YEAR ON
The hard-working (volunteer) fi xers at Halesworth's Repair 
Cafe, supported by the Green Party, have looked at 180 
different objects since the project started in January 2022, 
with the vast majority (some 160) having been successfully 
fi xed!

The obvious items such as mixers, kettles, toasters spring to 
mind, but repairers have also tackled a toy snake, a 60-year 
old Bush radio (with amazing insides!), a sewing machine 
dating from 1874 and a much loved doll restored to full health 
after being eaten by clothes moths! The Repair Cafe has 
moved to Halesworth’s Cut Arts Centre with a monthly Tuesday 
afternoon slot (2-4pm).

More information can be found here:
halesworthrepaircafe.wordpress.com/

BETH KEYS-HOLLOWAY WITH REPAIRER AND 

GREEN PARTY MEMBER CHRIS HART
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But please feel free to stop us in the street any time!

SPEAK T0 US
Councillor surgeries at Beccles Library with Elfrede Brambley-
Crawshaw, Graham Elliott and Caroline Topping.  An opportunity for 
residents within Beccles Division to come and speak to us about any 
concerns they may have. 

24 February 2019,   17 March 2019 

10:30am to 11:30am
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Suffolk County 
Council Special 
Educational 
Needs crisis
A report to the County Council 
cabinet in September highlighted 
Suffolk’s issues with Special 
Educational Needs and 
Disabilities (SEND) provision.  The 
report expects an 18% increase in 
children with SEND in Suffolk 
between 2018 and 2020.  In the 
short-term Suffolk County Council 
needs to find 300-400 new 
specialist education places and 
at least 4 new special schools.

As a direct result of this report 
Suffolk County Council created an 
emergency Policy Development 
Panel (PDP) to tackle the crisis.  
Cllr Elfrede Brambley-Crawshaw 
was invited to be part of this 
cross-party group and has spent 
the last four months visiting 
special schools across Suffolk 
and meeting parents and teachers 
to discuss the best way forward.  
Elfrede said, “We discovered that 
children are spending hours in 
taxis being taken to provision 
outside county at great expense 
to their wellbeing as well as to  
the public purse.  We are 
recommending that the Cabinet 
should create an additional 828 
specialist education places over 
the next 5 years with an 
investment of £45m.  In the long 
term this investment will save 
money as well looking after our 
young people properly.”

HGV surveys show the need 
for weight limits in town

The first survey was undertaken in 
December during the closure of 
Station Road when driving through 
the town centre was difficult.  
Unsurprisingly it recorded very few 
lorries doing this. The second survey 
was undertaken with all roads fully 
open and recorded a significant 
number of lorries passing through 
the town.

Beccles Road Safety Group is 
undertaking a series of HGV 
surveys to assess the scale of 
lorry movements through the 
town. Five teams of people 
were stationed at strategic 
locations around the town, 
to record all lorry movements 
through each location.  

Survey organiser Councillor Graham 
Elliott said, “Thanks to the 
cooperation of M&H Plastics it is 
encouraging to see their regular 
delivery lorries using the bypass as 
this removes many heavy lorries from 
the town centre. However there are 
still a significant number of lorries 
travelling through the town that 
should be using the new relief road.  
These early survey results clearly 
show there is a case for weight limits 

Members were able to time and 
detect lorries going through the town 
as opposed to those servicing 
businesses within the town.

Further surveys will be undertaken 
by the Group members to gather 
more data.

to deter lorries from using the town 
streets unnecessarily.”

County Councillor Elfrede Brambley-
Crawshaw added, “We have had 
success getting the A145 routed 
around the town and more recently 
we have managed to get much 
improved signage to encourage traffic 
to use the new relief road and avoid 
the town centre. The focus now has 
to be to deter the lorries that ignore 
the signs and travel unnecessarily 
through our town.”

Clipboards at the ready!

Youth 'Drop in Cafe'

Green Party Councillor Caroline 
Topping said, “We are open to 
suggestions on what you would like us 
to provide and also the times which 
best suit you.  This will be a youth-led 
project, rather than an adult-led one, 
so we need your ideas in order to 
supply what is wanted and not what 
we think is wanted!  So far, we have a 
brand new table tennis table, table top 
football, pool and a play-station.  We 
have also been asked for multi-sport 
tables, board games, jukebox and a 
tuck shop.”  

In mid-February, it is planned for 
the 'Old Ambulance Station' on 
Blyburgate to open up on a Monday 
evening for young people to 'drop in' 
and have a meeting space.  It is 
anticipated that it will be from 6pm 
to 9pm and will be for ages 15 to 18.  

Please contact Caroline Topping for 
further information.

Caroline Topping tests 

the new table tennis table
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